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SECRET 

PAGE 01 MANILA 06579 022220Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 INRE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 /043 W 

022226Z 099548/72-70 

O 022155Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9173 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

JCS WASHDC 

CINCPAC HONOLULU 

RHMOGOA CINCPACREPPHIL 

13TH AF CLARK AB 

SECRET MANILA 6579 

E O 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VN 

SUB J : VIETNAMESE MILITARY EXERCISE 

1 . THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE HAS PICKED UP INTELLIGENCE THAT VIET- 
NAMESE AIR FORCE INTENDS TO BEGIN MAY 3 A MILITARY EXERCISE ALONG 
THE SOUTHERN COAST OF VIETNAM WHICH MAY INVOLVE OVER- WATER 
NAVIGATION BY VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT. 

2. WE HAVE CONSENTED THAT 13TH AIR FORCE PROVIDE THE PHILIPPINE 
MILITARY LIAISON OFFICER WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

BASED ON CURRENT INTELLIGENCE REPORTING, THE VIETNAMESE AIR 
FORCE (VAF) WILL CONDUCT AN EXERCISE BEGINNING ON 3 MAY. THE 
EXERCISE WILL BE CONDUCTED ALONG THE SOUTHERN COURSE OF VIETNAM 
AND POSSIBLY WILL INVOLVE OVER-WATER NAVIGATION BY VAF AIRCRAFT. 
AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THE EXERCISE 
HAS ANY UNUSUAL CONNOTATIONS. 

3. WE ARE CAREFULLY NOT OVERPLAYING THIS INTELLIGENCE LEST IT 
GENERATE GOP ALARM FOR ITS GARRISON IN THE SPRATLEYS. 
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